Therapy of cervical esophageal carcinoma.
Surgical treatment of cervical esophageal cancer is influenced by special problems arising from the anatomical characteristics of this organ. The cervical and thoracic extension of these tumors makes an extensive lymphadenectomy necessary, and radical resections often may only be achieved by laryngectomy. The extent of the resections performed determines the type of intestinal restoration by gastric or colonic interposition and small bowel transplantation. The patient's voice may be preserved by means of tracheopharyngeal shunts with intestinal interposition. The advances of radiation therapy and chemotherapy will enable less extended resections with greater rates of laryngeal preservation.